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TESTING SHOWS TOXIC TOYS STILL ON STORE SHELVES

FEDERAL DELAY ENDANGERS CHILDREN, BEDEVILS PARENTS

ADVOCATES URGE STATE TO PROTECT CHILDREN

FROM BROAD ARRAY OF TOXICS

Despite landmark federal legislation intended to protect children, tests of toys recently purchased in the Capital Region show dangerously high levels of the toxic metal lead, according to the Just Green Partnership, a coalition of children’s health, consumer, environmental and learning disabilities advocates.  Just Green tested the levels of lead in toys and children’s products to highlight the potential dangers that result from the decision by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission to delay enforcement of a portion of the landmark Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CSPIA). 

"Children’s products that contain toxic chemicals aren't hard to find.  Neither are those that aren't toxic.  Unfortunately, you can't tell by looking at them," said Bobbi Chase Wilding, Organizing Director for Clean New York.  "The CPSC had their chance to put children's health over big business, but no such luck," Wilding added. 

“The jury has been out on lead for decades, if not centuries: lead causes permanent brain damage.  We need to get toxic toys off store shelves now.  We can’t squander children’s IQ points and futures on toxic toys while toy makers and federal regulators delay,” said Russ Haven, Legislative Counsel for New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG).

"The Learning Disabilities Association of New York State works to promote appropriate services and support for people with learning disabilities, and also works to prevent learning disabilities," said Stephen Boese, Executive Director of LDA/NYS.  "The incidence of learning disabilities is growing at an alarmingly astronomical rate, and we're very supportive of JustGreen's efforts to get rid of toxic toys known to contribute to this scourge upon our children," Boese added

"Keeping our children protected from toxic chemicals should be a no-brainer!  But at present we have substances in children's products and toys that cause a reduction in IQ and attention and alter thyroid and sex hormones," noted David Carpenter, M.D. of the Institute for Health and the Environment at SUNY Albany.  "We must take steps to stop these exposures," Dr. Carpenter added.
"This is a terrific opportunity for double-duty action: product testing requires product testers.  We must insist on saving and creating product testing jobs, to ensure that products are child-safe.  Targeting assistance to those small enterprises that are creating healthy, green toys will also make it easier for childcare centers, schools and parents to find and buy these products," said Claire Barnett, Executive Director of the Healthy Schools Network.
Among the products the Partnership identified as still posing dangers were:

· A Valentine’s Day Cat Princess mug/bowl (over 8,000 parts per million lead) packaged with a plush cat and candies, and labeled for children 3 and up

· A pink “My First Piggybank” by Small Wonders (over 9,000 parts per million lead)

· A “Happy Birthday to You” Pimboli mug (over 18,000 parts per million lead)
The Just Green Partnership is pressing the state Legislature to ban certain chemicals that have been shown to be harmful, including Bisphenol-A, widely used in hard plastic consumer products, and decabromodiphenyl ether, known as DecaBDE or “Deca” for short, a flame retardant widely used in clothes, furniture and electronics.  Both compounds are considered endocrine disruptors, which play havoc with the body’s chemical messenger system—particularly dangerous in utero and for infants and developing children.  The Partnership is also advocating for the state to adopt a broad spectrum approach to toxic chemicals by establishing a priority list of the most prevalent toxics and requiring manufacturers to demonstrate their safety.  In cases where chemicals are shown to be harmful or cannot be demonstrated safe, safe alternatives would be required where available.  
The CSPIA calls for a gradual reduction in lead and phthalates in products intended for children 12 and under, and requires businesses to verify compliance through third-party testing and certification.  Originally expected to be implemented on February 10, 2009, the Consumer Product Safety Commission voted to delay the requirement for testing until next year, causing confusion and fear among parents purchasing toys.
The JustGreen Partnership is a collaboration of over 45 organizations and individuals working for environmental health and justice for New York’s people and communities.  For more information, visit www.just-green.org.
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